Protecting the climate through reduced CO2 emissions

Impelling a life with fewer cars and the concomitant reduction of CO2 exhausts is precisely what MILES is striving to achieve. Nonetheless, although our business model assures the long-term lowering of emissions in the transport sector, we are aware that our current corporate activity inevitably contributes to causing them. Therefore, we have now undertaken the task of calculating these emissions for the first time toward the goal of reducing them in the long run.

Not only motor vehicles’ use, but also their manufacturing processes are environmentally detrimental. Producing a single automobile weighing an average of 1.5 tons depletes an average of 70 tons of materials and resources. In detail, depending on the vehicle’s actual ultimate mileage, about 20 percent of the CO2 exhaust emissions are generated during production, 79 percent while driving, and one percent during recycling (20).

MILES takes a two-pronged approach to cutting CO2 and hence making the transport sector greener. One is based on the fact that carsharing - as the name implies - fundamentally “shares” the total number of automobile trips, which results in the extensive distribution of vehicles and the emissions manufacturing them produces. Furthermore, the MILES business model results in urban areas having fewer private cars because people are motivated to do without having their own vehicles: They can get rid of cars they now own or forgo owning one altogether. Car sharers demonstrably use public transport and bicycles more frequently, and in 2022, empirical measurement revealed that each MILES vehicle saved an average of around 11.5 tons of CO2. 

MILES’ free-floating carsharing approach means that our vehicles do not have fixed stations within our business area; users easily locate the nearest vehicle via the app. When the trip is finished, the MILES car can be parked anywhere in the business area the driver desires. This reduces both the ultimate distance and CO2. Moreover, the fact that there are more people per vehicle makes the utilization much more efficient.

Measuring, comprehending, and reducing emissions

Stated simply, our business model helps reduce emissions in the transport sector across the board. Nevertheless, as mentioned above, we are aware that our corporate activity contributes to causing CO2. Thus, in order to identify the locations and quantities of the emissions generated in our processes, for 2022, we have prepared a Corporate Carbon Footprint (CCF) for the first time. This calculation of our own CO2 emissions not only constitutes the basis of our climate-protection plan, but - above all - helps forge a better understanding of our impact on the climate. As a result, we know exactly where we have both the latitude and the requirement to reduce our CO2 output. 

Our examination first determined our direct and indirect emissions shares. In Scope 1, we focused on the direct release of our 2022 climate-damaging gases. In Scope 2, we calculated the release of climate-damaging gases through energy we purchased and also assessed the emissions caused by customers’ driving of our cars. The latter corresponds to category 13 Downstream Leased Assets in Scope 3 (see graphic on the left). 

As a result, we have resolved to ensure that in the future, we will work toward continuous identification of where MILES generates the most emissions, and we have resolved that an annual update of our corporate carbon footprint will be undertaken. For 2023, we aim to prepare a complete CCF that will include all Scope 3 categories.

Modern vehicles safeguard the environment

The CO2 emitted by our carsharing vehicles is less than that produced by the average private car because our fleet consists exclusively of new and low-emission vehicles with lower engine power and fuel consumption. Germany’s Federal Environment Agency has also substantiated that carsharing leads to lower fuel consumption. 

One of the reasons for this is the newness of our vehicles, which we replace every two to four years. Our energy-efficient, modern cars emit less climate-damaging CO2 per kilometer than the average private vehicle in Germany: compared to private cars, MILES vehicles currently save 81,900 tons of CO2.

Expansion of our fleet of electric autos  

Our vehicles’ sustainability is a major priority, which is why we are continuously growing the number of our EVs. As a result, we have joined Germany’s pioneers in the switch to zero-emission drives. By increasing our fleet’s EV size, raising the utilization rate, and expanding geographically, MILES is determined to increase our sustainability impact and reduce CO2 emissions exponentially. By 2026, our operation will be emissions neutral due to our increase in the proportion of battery-powered electric vehicles, our use of green electricity for charging, and offsets.

The proportion of MILES e-vehicles currently operating in Berlin, Hamburg, Munich, Potsdam, Cologne, Düsseldorf, Bonn, and Duisburg is already around 25 percent, and since e-vehicles can be parked free of charge in Hamburg and Munich, the number in use in these two cities is the highest. Our goal is to remain more electrified than the German average, which is currently around 3.9 percent (21). Further expansion of the MILES e-fleet is in the planning process.

Intensive cooperative efforts 

We view ourselves as a critical component of the individual-mobility mix required to improve urban life. To accelerate a traffic transformation and stimulate people to practice multimodal mobility, we work closely with public transport providers and complement their work. Public transport or bicycles should be people’s main means of mobility in cities - and if they need a car, we support them with our MILES fleet.

This was one of the reasons why, before commencing our business, we contacted the respective cities in which we planned to operate and exchanged ideas with their administrations, politicians, and public transport systems. Our goal was to discuss specific options and ways to foster a traffic metamorphosis. 

Our vehicles can be booked via the apps of various public transport providers and other private platforms. In metropolitan Düsseldorf, for example, MILES is integrated into the “redy” app, which can be used to book and pay for various types of transit on the “Rheinbahn”, the regional public transport operator. In Cologne, we are integrated into the app of the Cologne Public Transport Authority (Cologne Kölner Verkehrs-Betriebe - KVB); in Hamburg into the hvv-switch app of the Hamburg Elevated Railroad Company (Hamburger Hochbahn AG); and in Berlin into the Jelbi app of the Berlin Public Transport Authority (Berliner Verkehrsbetriebe), through which offers from both the public transport system and private sharing companies can be used.

In addition, we collaborate with private providers such as FREE NOW and mobility platforms like Billiger-Mietwagen.de (Floyt). We strive to provide our users with a carshare by means of the most seamless access possible so they can find the right vehicle for their specific needs. Partnerships with platforms both inside and outside the mobility framework are an optimal complement to our own app. 

Just got your driver’s license?

We welcome young people as customers because we know they will have a lasting positive effect on CO2 emissions. If novice drivers internalize CO2-efficient mobility from the outset, they are likely to refrain from buying their own cars. 

Immediately after passing their driver’s test, new drivers can register with MILES and take the wheel.
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CFF = CO2 footprint, which encompasses all emissions generated by the company and along the value chain. Figures in tCO2e = metric tons of CO2 equivalents, which includes other greenhouse gases such as methane and nitrous oxide, whose effect on global warming is converted into the equivalent amount of CO2.

CO2 Savings in the Transport Sector through MILES.

At 19 percent, the proportion of e-vehicles in the MILES fleet is 15.1 percent higher than the national average of 3.9 percent.

