Less traffic - better living

To protect our environment - and ourselves - we have to act now. There is a particular need to enhance the quality of life in cities, where more than of humanity now lives. Improving the climate in urban agglomerations will make a major contribution to this. As a mobility provider, we are playing our part - and have already achieved a great deal. 


Sustainable urban development has been on the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development’s agenda for years. Investments in excess of 22 billion euros are currently being made to reduce cities’ contribution to the rise in global warming. An essential component of the strategy is the development of climate-friendly mobility. 


Sharing vehicles lies at the heart of MILES’ climate-friendly transport concept. Adopting this approach, no one has to give up comfort and freedom. More importantly, reducing private automobile use decreases pollution in cities considerably, and the continuous expansion of the share of electric vehicles also contributes to this effort. The ratio of electric vehicles in MILES’ fleet was around 19 percent at the end of 2022, well above the average in private households. 


We create free space

Fewer cars on the roads mean an increase in free space. The idea doesn’t only sound simple; it also works. As a result of MILES, by the end of 2022, around 49,000 private vehicles had been sold. This figure represents more than a doubling of the previous year’s number: in December 2021, it was still around 17,000 according to a calculation based on a Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) study. The number of private cars that were not purchased thanks to MILES also increased - from around 49,000 in December 2021 to nearly 142,000 a year later. This clearly indicates the success of our carsharing services’ role in getting people to reconsider their acquisition activities.


On average, according to the KIT study, one MILES vehicle replaces up to 15 private cars, cars that no longer need parking spaces. Freed spaces can be redesigned and put to more sustainable use, e.g. additional green spaces that improve the climate balance and also the quality of life in cities; new or improved bike-path connections; comfortable seating areas for neighborhood residents; or playgrounds. By December 2021, the parking space saved through MILES covered a total area of 780,000 square meters. By the end of 2022, this had been increased to approximately two million square meters - the equivalent of 3,750 playgrounds! This is almost twice as many playgrounds as there are in all of Berlin (Q). This bodes significant potential for urban development.


We promote a mobility mix


Once rethinking ownership of private vehicles has taken hold, it frequently goes even further. Users of carsharing services, including free floating, have proven to be more environmentally friendly in general and prepared to switch to other modes of mobility (Q), one being public transportation. 

Thus MILES not only supports sustainable multimodality in principle, but also additionally through the various cooperative endeavors into which we have entered. Our efforts are helping to lower the inhibition threshold to combining different modes of transport by engendering simple transitions and uncomplicated uses. Thanks to these partnerships, we have been able to link app-based platforms for the use of public transport with those of providers of rental bikes, e-scooters, and carsharing. This means that users have an overview of the entire sustainable-mobility mix via a single website or app, which in turn makes the topic of multimodality easily accessible for everyone and an attractive alternative to private vehicles.

Decelerating the rise in temperature

Extreme weather, heat waves, sealed outdoor surfaces, and too few green spaces and inlet areas for precipitation runoff - climate change’s consequences are particularly noticeable in urban centers. Automobile traffic, with its exhaust heat, also contributes to the ever-climbing city temperatures. If our success in reducing the number of motor vehicles through carsharing and other sustainable mobility options continues, it will help curb aggravated climate change by reducing the emission of pollutants and increasing the number of green spaces through the elimination of previously necessary sealed parking spaces. 


More rational use of water 

Due to high temperatures and persistent summer droughts, saving water is gaining significance, and every liter conserved is a success. Here, too, lowering the number of private automobiles as one of the positive results of carsharing is an effective tool. For example, even though the vehicles in our MILES fleet are washed more frequently on average than most private cars, water savings are higher thanks to a lower number of cars overall and environmentally friendly cleaning methods such as “dry cleaning”. Around 12,500 liters of water are saved per MILES vehicle per year - about 70 filled bathtubs. Calculated over the entire fleet, MILES has the potential to save around half a million bathtubs full of water in 2022. That's almost twice as many as the 2021 figure of around 280,000.


Improving urban traffic safety 

Security is also an important component of a sustainable transportation concept, and increased traffic safety is an obvious concomitant of a reduction in the number of private cars through carsharing companies like MILES. Less traffic chaos means less stress, and reduced stress means more relaxed traffic flows - and more safety for cyclists and pedestrians, but also for drivers. MILES’ billing model is based upon distance rather than duration, which also has a positive effect: There is no time pressure, which further minimizes the risk of accidents.


Fewer cars - less noise

Persistent loud noise has been proven to possess the potential to make people ill. Wherever and whenever many vehicles are on the roads, congestion and noise occur, and as a result, stress levels rise. Reducing the overall number of cars in cities helps lower the risk of stress-related illnesses while improving people's quality of life. Mobility services such as MILES consequently also have a positive impact on the economy and our healthcare system. 


Reducing road damage


In the long term, yet another logical consequence of decreased individual road traffic is an improvement in the condition of the roads themselves. The reduced wear and tear results in fewer repairs, which relieves federal, state, and municipal budgets. Money saved could be invested in new sustainability projects - making our cities even more livable.


